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Al f You Canot Dance C
The Nix Connection between West Texas and Western Swing

Edi tords note: The following article is a d

Joe W. Specht, "An Interview with Hoyle Nix, the West Texas Cowboy," Old Tini8US8Bhs. 3
Paul Kingsbury, ethe Encyclopedia of Country Music: The Ultimate Guide tiNewe ¥MasicOxford
University Press, 199R)e Carr and Alan MufRdairie Nights to Neon Lights, The Story of Country |
West Texag¢Texas Tech University Press, 1995)

The postwar years have been called the "Golden Age of Country Music,” and t
music produced then is still the measure by which traditional country music is judged.

In Texas, after WWII, Bob Wills-style western swing was firmly established as
popular dance music. On a national scale, however, despite Wills' movie appearances
and national hits such as "New San Antonio Rose," his prominence was limited to areas in which he had toured and performed
on radio extensively: Oklahoma, Texas, and California. As a result, Wills had very little contact with the eastern country s
community. Many of his innovations were too modern for that country music establishment. Possibly because Wills' music was
closer to jazz than were the Grand Ole Opry offerings, his style was seen as renegade . . . Despite the resistance obtradts,
many of Wills' musical innovations were soon incorporated into the mainstream in a new type of country music. The changing
face of country music audiences after World War Il and the popularity of dance halls, roadhouses, clubs, and hetdaks after
the war led to the development of a music form uniquely suited to these environments: hosikpk music.

As honky-tonk music emerged, western swing continued to be popular with West Texas musicians and fans alike. For a time
in the mid-1950s, Bob Wills lived and performed in Amarillo, appeared on a daily noon-time radio program, and was a regular
Friday night feature at the Cotton Club in Lubbock. West Texas was also the retreat for many of Bob Wills' former musicians
who found a home with Hoyle Nix's group in Big Spring. Despite the decline of western swing music in other parts of the West
during the 1950s, Nix experienced great success.

Hoyle Nix is second only to Bob Wills in West Texas western swing. Unlike many musicians of West Texas, Nix had a
successful music career without leaving the region. For nearly forty years, from the formation of Wi&st Texas Cowboysin
1946 until his death in 1985, Nix entertained West Texas audiences with his own brand of Wiltspired (Continued on page 5)
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Join us as we honor our fathers and our flag at the

Western Swing Showcase: Sunday, June 9
at the Lynnwood Eagles, Lynnwood, Washington
19223 Hwy99 - Three Blocks North of 196th Street on Hwy 99

WOoOODDANCEFLOOR- NICESEATING FAMILIESWELCOME FOODAVAILABLE
LivEMusICAND DANCING 1:00 -5:00

Featuring

LeRoy King and GTO
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MINUTESEROMHEBOARD (Minutes of May 7, 2013, Continued)
g TN S Wan, L d Eagl Saturday, Judeidi
~ 4, MAY7, 2013 Lynnwood Eagles on Saturday, Ju ion
%fﬁ &\P items will be appreciatélyers will be passed out
§® / St SoNI ay@2dzy RS R President, Lloyd Hoopef- the May Showcase.
N h dzNJ o nd - 5y Na (Mj%o called the meeting to ord&fotion passed to adjourn at 8:25 pm.
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Northwest Western Swin
Music Society

A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION FOR
IN NOVEMBER 1983 BY A GROU
MUSICIANS AND ENTHUSIASTS FO
PURPOSE OF PRESERVING, PROM
& PERFORMING WESTERN S
MUSIC

2013 Officers and Board Members

President Lloyd Hooper
12076 Cohoe Drive, Burlington, WA 98233
Phone: (Home) 38820486; (Cell) 3@026930
Email:lloydhooper@live.com

VicePres Jerry Seitz
1090 SW Harper Road, Port Orchard, WA
Phone: 368950632

Email:jerryseitz@msm.com

Secretary Alice Striegel

2708 Mission Beach Hts, Tulalip, WA 9827
Phone: 3668599713
Email:alicecedars@msn.com

Treasurer Ramon Selby

1021 SE Everett Mall Way, Unit D
Everett, WA 98208

Phone: 3608313946
Email:ramonselby@gmail.com

Board MembersLou Bischoff, Dave DuChal
LeRoy King, Patty McConnell, Jeanne Yea|
AlternateBill Gates

Annual Membership:
Full memberskime couple at one addres
$25.00
Single membership: $20.00

Business Address
PO Box 14003, Mill Creek, WA 98087

Visit us on the web atww.NWWSMS.org

to read the newsletter in full color!

Contact the editor,
jeanneyearian@yahoo.com, to receivg
ilealrilryd editiono

at 7:02 pm.

Present: Ramon Selby,
Alice Striegel, Lloy

Respectfully submitted,
Alice Striegel, Secretary

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Hooper, Jerry Seitz, Li
Bischoff, LeRoy Kin
Dave Duchane, Jean
YearianRatty McConnell

\ Absent: Bill Gates
; Guests:Fred Yearian, Ed Bischoff

C Treasurer:Ramon Selby provided the finas
WV report, which was approved as presented:

Bills: Approved to pay as presented..

Showcases:There will be a cake provided:
the May 12 Showcas
Day. Alice Striegel will purchase the
floral arrangements that will be given out
Showcase in recognition of the oldest mc
the mother with the youngest child an¢
b8 mother with the most children.

Membership Committee: New members
continue to be added to the Society. Ke
1 the good work!

Scholarship: Matthew McCrav@ur current
scholarship holdegontinues to improv
healthwise.

Join us on July 14th
for a Picnic!

The Annual NWWSMS Potluck
& Summer Jam will be held
at the home of

Lou and Ed Bischoff

10930 38th Drive, SE
Everett, WA

Bring:
Family and guests
A favorite dish for the potluck
Comfy lawn chair
Instruments

Come ready to make music,
dance and relax!

Look for more information in
next mont hoés

The next Showcase at the
Lynnwood Eagles will be held on
September 8, 2013

neiws |

NI 3 I3 I3 NI RIS RN RN R R .

Website: In June, the NWWSMS website

Wil

begin to be rebuilt. It is hoped that it w
finished before the August festival.

new 30th anniversary T shirts and hats.

The new wristbands which will be use
| denote payment of the admission charge
2 ordered, a different color for each day d

motif will be purchase for members of
Eagles and their guests.

There are 15 inductees to be honored an
Bischoff has contacted each one of them.
have all expressed much appreciation at
so honored by the NWWSMS.

¢ The MC for Friday will be Leroy KiGgfor

is yet to be determined

PHOTOCREDITS
Showcase by Lou Bischoff & Rus D3
Thank you to all of our contributors

lVigor the Good of the OrdeMWWSMS will

1,: Hall of Fame:Lou Bischoff has ordered 1

event.Also, a wristband with an Americanj

Saturday will be Lloyd Hooper; MC for Sy

| t YowgNewsletter

Contributions of your news itens,
letters, pictures and advertisemengs to
the Western Swing Music Socie
News are needed and encourag}/d.
(Please enclose a stamped,- delf
addressed envelope for return] of
materials.)

Deadline for consideration is the [L5th
of the month, but sooner is better. Fend

to or email:
Jeanne Yearian, Editor
21221 174th Ave SE
Renton, WA 9805840
Phone: 428327888

Email: jeanneyearian@yahoo.com

| Sponsor a benefit auction for Danny Lyons

[


http://us-mg6.mail.yahoo.com/yab-fe/mu/MainView?.src=neo&themeName=fresh&bn=6550&s=0&isFresh=1&bucketId=0&stab=1357435466367##
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commemorative booklet available on Around the Sound

Sunday, August 11, 2013, at the . .
induction ceremony to be held at the Support lee' Local Music

Auburn Eagles. Now, if you miss all of

these opportunities to get to know more For upcoming appearances to be included in the
about the 2013 inductees, check the newsletter, contact the editor. Play dates / times /
NWWSMS website in September! locations must be received by the first of the month.

At the start of my presidency, | had Dan Leahnd the Hometown Baatdthe
| o miss th ; promised myself that | would make Historic Everett Theatre, 2911 Colby. Visit
was sorry 10 miss he periofmance every showcase, opening to closing, their website for information on upcoming

of Shelly McNaughton and her group, regardiess of whether | had to play play datesnww.hometownhootenanny.com
Southern Comfort. She has such a great, sic that weekend. Remarkably, OI

Prez
Sez

L& [ft2@R

voice and certainly knows how to use | |oyd sometimes shows a grain of Lloyd Hoopeand the Cascade Ramblers.
it. Sources tell me | wouldn't have beenc o mmon sense! Af t elune 7 & 1415 at thg Sedidooliey begignh
disappointed. Thank you, Shelly! patch in the road, &om7:30pmgoell:30pnt. ook s o me
Now, | have the great pleasure 0t j me of f . Hopefully, 18m on the mend,
announce the individuals chosen to begq 1| 100k forward to seeing you at the Sharyn Leeand the Sundowner¥isit
inducted into the 2013 NorthWest jyne 9th showcase! their website for information on upcoming

Western Swing Musi ¢ of8QHodcEstsYcéniinuelPambzel © !play datesnww.thesundownersband.com

Fame during the 23' Annual Westem ynqerstand there wagnotherfull house, _
Swing Music Festival scheduled for 5 testimony to our devoted musicians, Pattyand t he TrDanceetbi n o

August 8 - 11, 2013. The Nominating oyr executive board, the Lynnwood their music on Wednesdays, fiénpm,

Committee presented their selections tOgagles, and especially to our generous Auburn, Eagles. Everyone welcome. Food

the Board at the May meeting. The gyests, who enjoy some of the finest available. June 4, 11:00 am, Enumclaw Senior

Committeeds no mi n aghicPrusic ardlfdithe S¥uind . . our Center. June 14, 8:00 pm, Tacoma AmVets.

unanimous approval! beloved Western Swing. June 21, 8:00 pm, Port Orchard Eagles.
There will be no shortage of June 28,7:30 pm, Tacoma Eagles #3.

The NWWSMS Hall of Famentertainment at our next showcase For additional information, call Pat853@578

. when my friend, LeRoy King, and orLeroy at 28358359.
Inductees for 2013 are: "GTO" hosts. (Go ahead, ask him what
"GTO" stands forl!)
Time to get swingin'.

Ken Fullertorand Country FevAuburn

Biff AdamAuburn, CA Eagles, every Monda pm. Dinner is

Sean AlleyNapa, CA Lioyd availablg! First Fridays dinnfar/dancg at the
Jim BaughmarAuburn, CA Black Diamond Eagles from 5:30 to 9:30. Call

ug um, ) ditqros 2530327888 or 253802445 for more
gl'rff\é : ! clj € I ObT & Ardsyroag, Eﬁéoflliwing note! of tha Fh;'é‘r information.

I Brizen IN€El Sobrante, CA was received by Jir S o Nick DumasNorthern Departureyisit
Willie CarterL.ebanon, OR Lue Neel from Mattr their website for information on upcoming play
Gl enn 0 Bu dvdskogee, Ol | IMFCHY and his famiy) dates and appearances:

Rus DavisBothell, WA Thank you for all the wonderful music. It will """ northerndeparture.com
Bonni e (Taut@ard)Sbap lrake, WA certainly keep me busy listening while kjck JorgensenThe Dakotah Territory
Darrell Haddoclouvall, WA recover. Hope to see yOI\L/'I gu_ys"soon. Show,live webcast playing 78s from- 1925
) usically yours,
Chet HastingMilton, WA Mgti/hew 1965, on the 3rd Satur_day of the month, from
noon to 6 pm atww.therightcountry.com

Gary HoodPrescott, AZ What a wonderful surprise for Matsew

John JonesSpring, TX Western Swing cds . . . WOW!!! Dwight AdairListe_n every Monday for the
The Nix FamilBig Spring, TX Being from Texas, it was fun to read sqpeco" Western Swing broadaasbrowse
Ugig Spring, 9 ' WE archives of both current and past
(Hoyle, Ben, Larry & Jody) of the covers and the names of tunﬁsc')adcasts at:
Bil l F 0 F [ ForgWpihdrX WJVestera fwing music always makes fee {ap '

and brings smiles to faces. It just has to perk Www-bobwills.com/BobWills/radio

the boy up and lift his spirit.
Matthew is getting better. Please keep

praying for him.

(e a'iPDENISR4 Nathey

Additional information on each of
these outstanding candidates will be
available in upcoming issues of the
newsletter( see this monthds
on West Texas Western Swing and the N{Rs) This morning, my mother, who is 9

family). They will also be featured in a Yyears old and lives with us, was dancing
the music you sent =))

.
.com
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Cherishing The Memories

other  people
and it was Bob
that gave me
that chance. It
was Bob that |
swag - singing
for. It was a
great feeling,
an honor, and
‘ a  humbling
VNN EULRAWY] experience.
Soon after the
visit other Texas Playboys and family
members started to arrive. Next was
Johnny Gimble, then Tommy Allsup (the
producer and lottigne friend of BobLharles

Joby NIX SHARES SPECIAL MOMENTS
FROM THE BoOB WILLS SESSION ,
FOR THE LAST TIME,
RECORDED IN DALLAS , T EXAS
Edi tor6s Not e: The
transcribed interview with Jody Nix. The transc
in its entirety can be found at www.bobwills

This transcription has been edited due to s
limitations in this publication.

| first heard about this recording session
in the middle of September of 1973 or
somewhere there about. My Daddy, Hoyle
Nix, told me one Saturday night at the
Stampede, that there was going to be a

recording with Bob Wills and Johnny ) ;
Gimble was going to be there too. At that Townsend (author of the biographical book

- Cy Bob Wills, San Antonio Roke Smokey
time | didn't know who all would be there. - .
As time went on and it got closer, | did Dacus, Eldon Shamblin, Leon McAuliffe,

know. | felt very honored to be a part of -€0n Rausch, Al Stricklin and Keith
this. | didn't know what all | was to do . . . coleman - all former and famous Texas

but | knew | was going to record withBob Playboys. The jam session started. Betty

Wills and his Texas Playboys and | was rolled Bob into the living room. There
only 21 years old. were drums, fiddles, steel, guitarsall of it

As time drew closer, it all was becoming &S there, anc:] he was i? the rfnid?le of it
a reality. The morning that we left, which 293" Wefre r(]aarsed,. played for fun, ran
was Sunday, December 2, 1973, Daddy, my OVer SOngs for the session.
Stepmother, my litlle sister Robin and |  S00n after it got startedthey probably hac
took off on an historic trip. | drove my own done one songob called on me to singly
pickup carrying my drums (I furnished them Shoes Keep Walking Back To.Yol was
for the session) and my clothes. The family Siting on the couch just watching but | was
was in Daddy's car. We left for Ft. Worth, ready when it was my turn. | told them the
Texas. We were on our way to Bob Wills' K&y, which was E. Eldon Shamblin said
home for a jam session, a meal, a get E. " and I said, 0Y
together, a rehearsal, a homecoming of Bob Kicked it off as smooth as silk. There | was,
Wills and his Texas Playboys in preparation Singing with Bob and the Texas Playboys

for an album which was to make musical YOU think that won't get at you? | can't
history, and | was part of it! We arrived remember all the songs that we did that

around noon or soon after. Al Stricklin and &ftérnoon, but Bob loved it. Betty prepared
Keith Coleman were already there. It was & Wonderful meal for all of us, and the
great to see them. We visited for a short house was full- full with family, friends,
while. | remember in the conversation that @nd musicians. | remember later on after
Al Stricklin said "We are here because of the meal we were jamming again and I just
the old Master.” We talked to Betty(Wills, nad to play drums. They were playingrwin
his wifeand then we went in to see Bob. He Guitar Speciahnd really smokln' it. It felt
was lying in bed- very alert- and seemed so SO 9great to put a beat behind those guyd

happy that all this was taking place. | took Just loved it. _ _
his hand and talked to him. | had known Too soon the jam session was over. We
him personally since | was 4 years old, had all were headed to Dallas to the hotel where

played drums with him countless times and W€ Wwere staying. When we got there,
worked many dances with him. eve_rybody was going to their rooms and
But now it was different - | wasn't just talking about the session coming up the
the drummer. He said to me(and | remember N€Xt two days. | remember starting up the
it as if it were yesterday | quote, "You see Stairs to go with my Dad to get a room and
what | wanted don't you?" He meant that he 1°Mmy Allsup said, "He can stay with
wanted me to be featured on this album Me:" | shared a suite in between Tommy
vocally, as a singer, a chance to be heard by2nd Johnny Gimble.

Sharing the
Journey

WITHBESTWISHES
and PRAYERS

Rick Dunn

Matthew McCravey
Bob Dolle

Vi & Darrell Anderson
Keith Holter

Bob Cobb

Dick Sanderson

Betty Reeves

Harry Coffman

Rudy Alexander

Bob Woeck

Audry Clayton

Julie Martin (Mrs. Bob)
Carmen Champion

CONDOLENCES

To Bonni gTuth&a), ifamidyr 6
and friends on the loss of her
daughter, Paula.

s. 0 Johnny Gi mb

A friend
is someone who knows the
song in your heart
And can sing it back to you
When you have forgotten the
words.

-Unknown -

Did we miss someone or
do you know of someone -

who should be in e next
Sharing the J eport?
Please

Contact a mémber of Board
(seepage 2) or |
the editor 'of the newsletter
(see page 2).

(Continued on Page 6)


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=7w4UR47ofXcJ1M&tbnid=nrAkqbBhFE8fNM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.houstonpress.com%2Frocks%2F2009%2F06%2Flonesome_onry_and_mean_hoyle_n.php&ei=YMoOUameMcj6igLyjYH
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. . . in 1952 in Colorado City, Texas, and their two bands soon began
Continued from page 1... The Nix Connection Between West W% together, splitting the playing time at each dance.
and Western Swing Hoyle married five times and had four children, Larry (1940),
o e s Jody (1952), Hoylene (1957), and Robin (1959). Larry joined his

father's band in 1957 and played bass. When Jody signed on in
1960 as drummer and fiddler, the two siblings became the rhythm
section of theWest Texas Cowboys a position they held for the
next twenty-five years. Jody, who began learning to play drums at
age four, remembered this period fondly: "I was playing with the
'‘big boys' now. | really had to get it. . . . We played Tuesday at
Brownfield, Wednesday at Lamesa, Thursday at Abilene, and Big
Spring at the Stampede on Saturday.Despite this schedule of five
late nights a week, Jody was expected to attend school regularly.

After Wills disbanded the Texas Playboys in the early 1960s, he
continued to appear with Nix on a fairly regular basis until his first
stroke in 1969. The respect that Wills had for Nix was evidenced
when he invited Nix and his son Jody to participate in what turned
out to be Wills' final recording sessionk-or the Last Time

In 1973, Hoyle and Jody Nix recorded the landmark United
Artists album, For the Last Time: Bob Wills and his Texas Plagtmyg
Hoyle Nix and the West Texas Cowboys at the Stampede CluthnMsige Haggard and a who'swho of former Texas Playboys.
Spring, TX. Left to right: Hoyle Nix (fiddle), Ben Nix (rhythltgaitah never a member of Wills' group, Hoyle Nix was asked to
vocals), Tommy Harvel (lead guitar), Larry Nix (bass, vocals), IB¥yidgig and sing on the recording in a capacity similar to Wills.
(drums, vocals) and Dusty Stewart (steel guitar). Photo col¥te8yewp Big Ball's in Cowtowwas recorded on this session, as

Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX. well asCrippled Turkeyone of Nix's favorite fiddle tunes. Jody, age
twenty-one years old, was invited to sing several songs on the

al bum as well as playing drums |
album is often credited for starting the western swing music revival
of the 1970s.

After Hoyle's death in 1985, Ben, Jody and his brother, Larry,

western swing dance music and kept the tradition alive. During
the late 1950s and early 1960s, while the country music industry
was reeling from the effects of the rock and roll invasion, Nix's
group was at its zenith. Traveling in a bus, they worked steadily, ) . . . .
made recordings, and attracted a number of Wills' alumni to the fﬁ:tég%%ds?ﬁégozm:%%g‘ggh Sr;% b%\r/i% V\l/_g?lvmrge p;?gg‘iodggprs \grlltr}n
band. This impressive record is without equal in the region. his father's traditi 3 ,d 3{ ted f'ddlp P t | y but
Hoyle Nix (1918-1985), West Texas fiddler, bandleader, ™S, a| erskrg tuon. |° f{ Sr?ri h' , '39 ah age eleven “d
and exponent of the Bob Wills sound, was born to Jonah ?ctlveywo_r ?. on it only after his father's death. He was name
Lafayette Nix and Myrtle May (Brooks) Nix on March 22, 1918, or Bob W'”? ]azz"y. Ieft—handed.flddler, \.]oe Holley, whom W'”S
in Azle, Texas. The family moved to Big Spring when Hoyle was often called Jody" in onrecord mtro_ductlons. Hoyle was said to
one year old. His father was a fiddler and his mother a guitarist, havz_a wished for a I_eﬁhanded boy fiddler and, s_trangely enom_Jgh,
and the couple often performed together at community got just that. Jody is lefthanded and plays the fiddle on the right

gatherings. Nix was six years old when he learned his first fiddle shoulder With‘?Ut reversing the string order, just as his namesake
tune. In addition to his parents' influence, the music of Bob Wills did. Ben continued to play with The Texas Cowboys for another 4

. ; : or 5 years after Hoylebds death.
vaailllss?/:/sfs \t/ﬁéyﬁrl]nquto ]Iit(;al(glltertc;]:lgvztry:]eéaﬁ\gcordlng to Hoyle, (Bob) with the band until just a few years ago and, now retired, lives in
During the 1930s, Hoyle along with brother, Ben Nix1920 Big Sprlng._ . . . . .
-1994) on quitar, formed the Centerpoint Serenaders In 1946, In addition to writing and recording his original music, Jody

and his band,The Texas Cowboys play throughout the year at
Ezylga?:jd :ﬂeenr fgrorgesvmsv_\lfz)s(ggeégié (;Vs\lbﬁ] ysli;g(i pz;[teerarie)? rodeo dances, VFW halls, and dance halls, just as his father did.

brothers built a small dance hall on the Snyder highway just.In 1988, Jody played in Washington, D.C. during the

. . . . . inauguration of President Bush at the request of Texas state
g:ﬁf;%‘; g;t:tlm?issgémg dilr:ieniir:::i?t I|tn t&ft:gge;jﬁ d V’\\/l;; kr]na:kim representative Charles Stenhplm of Stamford. With Jody taking

lar appearances in other towns, including Abilene, Lubbock, > ¥ € ' leadership of the band as I
regu pp ’ 9 ’ "t he s h o wSlampede(now lovened and operated by ,hivgst
Midland, Odessa, and San Angelo. Thavest Texas Cowboys Texans are assured of dancing to the music of a Nix fiddle well
cut their first recordings in 1949 for the Dallatased Star Talent

> o s into the twenty-first century.
label, The' initial Stqr Talent release, Hoyle'Big 5a|| S In Cowtown Hoyle Nix was inducted into the Nebraska Country Music Hall
a folk-derived rewrite, proved to be an enduring standard. He

. . of Fame in 1984, the Colorado Country Music Hall of Fame in
continued to record for small Texas record companiesQueen,

Caprock, BoKay, and Winston - in the 1950s and early 1960s. In 1985, the Sacramento Western Swing Society Hall of Fame in

. . . 1990 and the Texas Western Swing Hall of Fame in 1991. Jody
tlhgeGEa':l]Z(eS;ZﬁEd his own recording labelStampede named after was inducted into the Sacramento Western Swing Society Hall of

. . Fame in 1996 and has received many other honors. This year,
Iarglj:zelgtlns(‘?z:ah(\e/viltak;[enilngescr:ér;hbe(\a/\rls?StTr-]r:XbaaSné:(;\f[v?r?iist?r;eewirﬁgllljtc?eo Hoyle, his brother Ben and his sons, Jody and Larry, collectively
former Texas Playboys Eldon Shamblin, Millard Kelso, and as the Nix Family, will be inducted into the NorthWest Western

Louis Tierney. Hoyle Nix had first shared a stage with Bob Wills Swing Music Societyds Hall of Fa


http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fwi45
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(Continued from page 4, Jody Nix remembers . . .)

What a thrill to be around those guys and hear their stories.

The next morning we got up early. | remember really dressing
up that day - nice western dress pants, nice shirt, western sport
coat, good boots and my good hat. | went to breakfast and then |
went to the studio. | had my drums so | had to take them to the
studio for Smokey. All the other men were getting there as well.
The session was held at Sumd@urnet Studios in Dallas, a great

place to record. The engineer's name was Bob Sullivan, what a

guy, great man to have on board. Soon after, around 10 am or so,

the session started. All the Texas Playboys were there, along with

dignitaries and the press.

Betty arrived with Bob. She rolled him into the studio. He was
smiling and excited to be there. All the Playboys were greeting him
and saying hello. My Daddy, Hoyle, was elated, because Bob
Wills was his hero. They rolled him into the middle of the studio

and the band was just around him. There they were once again, as

it was long ago, and | was in the middle of it. | remember the first
song they recorded wa®lue Bonnet Lana Cindy Walker song.
Johnny and Keith played the sweetest kickoff on it just would
give you chills. Leon McAuliffe sang it and, on the bridge, Johnny
and Keith sang harmony - just beautiful. OI' Bob had his
microphone and was trying to put his ahkhaa's in. They were
there, but not as crisp as they were in days gone by. Still, the
Charisma of Bob Wills was very evident.

It wasn't long after the first song that he called on me to do
Cindy Wal kWherdYou LeavenAgnarillowill never forget
that. The vocal mic was right by him. He was to my immediate
left, watching me the whole time. To this day | can see those jet
black eyes just gleaming. He put quite a few &im's and other
words in my song. The feeling was indescribable, knowing that the
King of Western Swing was right there and had asked me to be a
part of this. Every time | sing that song today, | can still see him
sitting there. At the end of the song, the line says "When You
Leave Amarillo, Turn Out The Lights," and Bob said on the end,
"Cut Out The Lights." We
the last recorded voice of Bob Wills.

The session continued. | can't remember all of them in order,
but we recorded about 12 songs that day. Bob got Daddy Hoyle
up real soon after me to play the fiddle tune that he wrote called
Coming Down From DenvBob loved this old tune. Daddy wrote it
in 1958. He was driving his tractor and said the tune kept swirling
in his head. He picked his plows, came to the house, went to the
bus, got his fiddle and played it. That is how it was written.

They ask Daddy todoBi g Bal | 0.He Wwas heSltanivtdo o
do it, but they kept on, so he did it. | played drums with him on
that. He always said his bow wouldn't work right if | wasn't
playing the drums behind him. He fiddled it just like always, and
Johnny Gimble sang harmony with him. They had a great time
doing that. Then it was my turn to do another oneMy Shoes Keep
Walking Back to You It came off on the first take. Bob was
pleased.

Late that afternoon, Bob was getting tired. He had a good day,
but he wanted to go home. Betty was rolling him out of the studio
and in came the newly formed groupAsleep At The Wheel.
There was big Ray Benson, Lucky Oceans, Richard Casanova,
Chris O'Connell, Lee Roy Preston and Floyd Domino the great
piano man - the new western swing boys. They met Bob and

visited briefly before he left. They hung out with us the rest of
the night. | went to the Bus with Ray- his Scenic Cruiser
Greyhound - and got the words tol Can't Go On This Way We
came back and | recorded it. | played fiddle with Richard
Casanova. | remember Floyd Domino sitting with ol' Al at the
piano and they were playing up a storm. Of course Johnny
Gimble was smiling the whole time. He was pretty well the
leader of the session. He knew all the tunes, the style, tempo,
and everything. He and Keith played so good together.

Well, the evening wore down and the session was over for the
day. Stories abounded. We left and went to the hotel to rest to
get ready for the next day. | saw Merle Haggard's bus when we
got to the hotel. | went to my room, opened the door and Merle
was sitting on my bed. Merle was thrilled to be there to be a part
of the session. He absolutely loved Bob Wills.

We had all gathered back at the studi¢the next daynd, not
long after the session began, Betty called with the news that Bob
had a bad night. He had suffered a massive stroke. The

di d n datmodphnere ehangdd. Akthe Playbays werie gquéebut there vast h

a job to do. Merle had wanted the "Ol Man" to be there so
much, but it just wasn't going to happen. The session started.
They recorded the Playboy Themehat had been heard by
millions of people. Dr. Charles Townsend(author of the boS&an
Antonio Rosehe biographical history of the life and times of Bob Wills
did the intro of The Texas Playboys Are On TheMarle Haggard
sang it and played fiddle with Johnny and Keith. Hoyle put the
Bob Wills touch on it with the ahh-haa's, in the right spots too.
Mevle then recordedYearningan old song that Bob always sang.
He did such a great job on it. Then he did the beautifulWonder

if You Feel the Way | D@hose were the 3 songs that Merle did
for the album. He stayed around for most of the day, visited,
listened to stories.

| remember Daddy doing two more songs. One, a great song
that he and Curtis Haskins wrote, was calle@he's Really Gane
Bob loved that tune. Then Hoyle fiddledCrippled TurkeyMerle
Haggard never took his eyes off of him while he was playinge
liked it.

The news came later that Bob's condition had worsened but
the session went on. The most trying time was when they
recorded the classiGan Antonio Roseeon Rausch just sang the
fire out of it.
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Cherishing The Memories

(Continued from page 6, Jody Nix remembers . . .)

Daddy Hoyle once again did Bob's part with the Akha's and they
were so close to Bobds it wa s
was not a dry eye in the studio. After we all gathered our
composure, the session resumed.

The session began winding down. Parts were being replayed
overdubs here and there. Pictures were being taken. Before w
parted company, the Playboys were talking about Bob, the
condition he was in and that more than likely, this would be it.
Keith Coleman made the statemd
with the Lord. d We al | knew
hotel. The session was over. The stories were told. History had
been made.

| didn't see Bob again until Spring of 1974. | went by myself to
Ft. Worth to see him at the nursing home after the album came
out. Betty and Diane went with me. He was in his bed and on that
day a radio station was featuring thé~or The Last Timalbum. |
was in the room with him when it came on. He turned his head
and was listening. He couldn't talk but he knew it was him and his
boys. | am glad | went.

I had supper with the family that night. My memories went
back to the very first time | ever met Bob. | was about 4 years old
(this was about 1956)e worked our dance hall,The Stampede in
Big Spring. | wasn't tall enough to see him just by standing on the
floor watching, so | pulled myself up and held on to the rail of the
bandstand where | could take it all in. 1 watched all night right
there. He was like a great white Stallion. So charismatic, those
black eyes, white hat, the cigar, the lonesome fiddle, the grea
music Even at that age | was just mesmerized. | remember | waf
almost asleep before they got me up to play drums with him. It
was eitherBeaumont Ragr Lonestar Raghat he played. Quite a
treat for a little boy- | will never forget that either.

I worked with him on numerous occasions since then until
1969, when he had the first stroke. It has been over 30 years sing
the last session was recorded, but it seems like only yesterday.
was a part of an historical album and no one can take that away
from me. Thank you, Bob, for allowing me to be there. I'm still
carrying on the show for you and Hoyle.

Come Join The Fun At

The Western Swing Society’s
32nd Annual

WESTERN SWING
HALL of FAME

MUSIC FESTIVAL

October 3-4-5-6, 2013
Machinists Hall, Rancho Cordova, California

¢ KS

e

Mpwormo / St So NI
b2 NIKsSad 28408
HoNR ! yydz f
Western Swing Music
Festival &
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i gh
August 811, 2013 ot
Atthe Auburn EaglesClulh 2 6 Mo St reet| SE
With Its Beautiful, Big DanceHoar Days of Great Musi(
Special Note:
Make your motel reservations as soon as possible!
The motels listed are expecting an unusually high volumg of

business in August.
The motels below are available but you must call them dinectly!

A A4

Motels: Hall of Fame 2013

-To receive special rates listed below
- Call the front desk and mention Western Swing

La Quinta Inn & Suites
225- 6th St SE, Auburn, WA
Phone: 258049999

(New facility, on Auburn Way South, behind-Dighhyidhere
Highway 18 passes overhead. Splendid rooms, nice hreakfa
facility- with a live cook!)

Amenitieskree Bright Side Breakfast® , Free Local Calls, [Free
Newspaper, Free Parking, Business Center, Convenience Store
Guest Laundry Facilities, Indoor Swimming Pool, Spa, Fithess
Center, Pets Welcome

1 Bedroom D.00

Comfort Inn

1-16th St NE, Auburn, WA
Phone: 253338888
Amenities: Free wirelessdpgkd Internet access, Free loca
calls, Indoor pool, Indoor hot tub. Complementary hot breakfast
with eggs, meat, yogurt, fresh fruit, cereal and more, inclyding
your choice of hot waffle flavors.

Singles

Travelodge Suites

9-16th St NW, Auburn, WA Single Queen . . $54.00
Phone: 258337171 Double Queen . $64.00
Amenities: Complimentary breakfast with coffee, tea, dar
muffins, toast, juice, fresh fruit, Belgian waffles, oatmeal g
cereal; coffeemakers; hair dryers, cable TV.

ish,
nd
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DANCE TO MUSIC, MUSIC AND MORE MUSIC
GREAT MUSICIANS AND BANDS FROM NEAR AND FAR
ALL WEEKEND LONG

at the home of Jesse and Lorene Jones, Dryden, Washington
At the junction of highways 97 & 2

(behind the Y Cafe and Wedge Mountain Motel)

YOUR HOSTS: LORENE JONES, PATTY MCCONNELL &

THE TRAVELIN FOUR BAND AND JACK DEVER

This is a musical jam so bring your instruments and talents. Fury, food

Have you heard?

Papa Carl &
Mother Hen (aka Vesta)
are at it again!!!

You Are Invited!

Music, Friends, and
Food! ! | t
any better that that!

JOIN US FOR THE entertainment all day long, all weekend long. Potluck every day, qo bring
favorite dish to share. Plenty of parking for RV's (no hookups), ténts, pc
11 TH ANNUAL PIG ROAST potty and motels nearby.
2:00 PM, SUNDAY , AUGUST 25, 2013 FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
LORENE JONES 5@86770; PATTY MCCONNELE2325178

or JACK DEVER &532240
The fun starts Friday evening.
The P.A. will be set up. There i WEDGE MOUNTAIN MOTEI54RE594 $65.00

(mention 4th of July party for this rate)
gg""[frrié‘;; Rt(\)’sr'egg“o‘;ajg;rl‘omgf CASHMERE VILLAGE INN (5 miles a889y933522

dogs and marshmallows will help

fuel the merriment! > .
Westemﬁwzg Visit our friends

‘-' “~
l“

Western Swingh®8eei
The pig will be here, ready to start cooking on Saturday everlain .»"E;;:; ﬁciety guys are the ones
"

Bring an appetite and your favorite side dish! We try to eat jat it all way back wh
pm on Sunday.

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

N WWW.West,ernswings%C
Maps to Carl & Vestads on Camano I sland wild]l be avalPrlabl e
June Showcase. Questions? Please cali3&8&tH91

= \ Visit| The
; o / | \ iwestern Swin
If you have an instrument, bring it along ! Music Society
and join the jams! W A Sout hwéswék Site
www. WSMSS. com

he¢l 9w 29{¢9whb {2LbD a; {L/ hwl

Canadian Western Swing Music SocietZontact John York, 3565 Cambridge St., Vancouver, BC, Canada] V5K
1M3. Phone 60992301.

Sacramento Western Swing Society?O Box 985, Sacramento, CA 95691. Music 1st Sunday of each month
from 16 pm at the Machinist Hall, 2749 Sunrise Blvd., Rancho Cordova, CA7423t 916

Western Swing Music Society of the Southwd3D Box 22185, Oklahoma City, OK 73123. Contact Larry Lande at
9408558256. Quarterly showcases featunadw.wsmss.com

Fresno Western Swing SocieBontact Joe Sausage atZ55095.

Lincoln Western Music Round@616th Street, #24, Lincoln, CA 95648. Music 4th Saturday of each month,
12 noon to 5:00 pm at Stewart Hall, 6005 Camp Far West Road, Sheridan, CA.
Ph: Georgia Fuentes,-8488521.

Greater Arizona Country/Western Swing Association and Hall of FaR@ Bux 953, Dewey, AZ 86326.

Phone: Jim Gamble at4&#714.

Texas Western Swing Hall of FaR@.Box 1943, Manchaca, TX 78652. Al Dressen, president.
Ph: (512) 295770.

Cowtown Society of Western Musiontact Joe Baker, CSWM Membership Directet5283840
Online searcltacebook, Cowtown Saociety of Western Music
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Highlights from the May
Showcase

Come by and let us overwhelm you with
hospitality and the sounds of Western
Swing music . . . made in Americal

Hope to see everyone back on Sunday, June 9th!
Save a smile for the camera!




